XVI

WE KNEW THAT THE EMPEROR WAS GOING NORTH, but We

did not know when.

Holmes, of the Daily Worker and The Times, and Harrison,
of Reuter, were all that were left at Dessye of the journalists'
caravan. They were going north with him: Korem,
south of Lake Ashangi, was to be his next base.

The Italians also knew that he was going north at any
moment. After the second battle of the Tembien, their
planes turned again to the Imperial Road surveyed by
Bietry. On the 4th Korem was bombed again. On the
gth Dessye was bombed, and on the loth it was bombed
again: on the 8th, Qth and loth the whole northern
road from Dessye to Lake Ashangi was pricked with
bombs. On the nth Dessye was reconnoitred, and
the villages northward were bombed for the fourth day
in succession,

By now conditions to the north of the province of Wollo
were chaotic. The Italians were scattering pamphlets
saying that Haile Selassie was dead from Amba Aradam
southwards to Korem, The shiftas had grown to great
power and had defeated a part of Ligaba Tasso's army.
The route to Lalibela was closed to all travellers, how-
ever poor, by the predatory bands. Local governors
could do nothing: only at the great centres where
there were armies, like Korem and Waldia, was it safe to
live.

Absurd subjects occupied the Emperor's attention. The
Reverend Harold Street and Mr. John Trewin, two
missionaries in Wallamo, had been arrested by the local
authorities for moving about, they said, at forbidden
hours. The Reverend Harold Street was chained up with

257                                         B